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For Immediate Release

Longview City Council Officially Adopts 

Comprehensive Plan
On January 11, the Longview City Council officially adopted its revised Longview Comprehensive Plan.  Last formally reviewed in 1993, the City has been in the process of updating the plan for the past two years.  “Since 1993, there have been many changes within our community: population growth, new residential development, increased traffic congestion, and changes in business and local industries,” stated Steve Langdon, Principal Planner.  “The updated comprehensive plan addresses these changing conditions and accommodates population and employment growth.”
“The comprehensive plan is a roadmap for the future of Longview,” Mayor Dennis Weber said.  “It will enable us to improve our quality of life and ensure that Longview is an attractive, safe, and prosperous place to live and work now and in the future.” 
"Based on thoughtful input through the public review process, the Longview Comprehensive Plan is designed to meet the needs of citizens and businesses over the next 20 years,” said Steve Harvey, Director, Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (COG).  “The Plan encourages diverse employment opportunities, new housing choices, connections to the waterfront, environmental protection, historic preservation, responsive public services, and other features important to the Longview community."  The COG was instrumental in developing the housing and transportation elements of the Plan.  

Another major community stakeholder in the update process was the Cowlitz Economic Development Council (CEDC) who worked closely with the City to put on the Economic Forum in June 2005.  The CEDC also helped prioritize the key elements in the economic development portion of the Comprehensive Plan as well as formulate a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis.  
In June 2006, after countless hours of review by hundreds of community stakeholders, the City released the first draft of the Comprehensive Plan Update for public review.  The document included input from hundreds of residents and was made available for review online or in hard copy.  After the review period, the revised draft plan was presented to the Longview Planning Commission at a public hearing in September.  On September 27, the Planning Commission finished its review of the draft plan, unanimously agreeing to forward the plan to the Longview City Council for adoption.

Longview City Council then held several public hearings on the document beginning in October.  “Not since the Lowe’s decision has the Council witnessed such spirited public debate,” Mayor Weber explained.  “And the plan is stronger because of it.”

Significant modifications were recommended to the document prior to final adoption on January 11, including:
· Revised intent statements for the light and heavy industrial classification to provide better clarification between the two classifications

· Revised background text, objectives, and policies relating to performance standards and buffers, especially regarding industrial uses.

· Revisions to the Future Land Use Map primarily for properties where the proposed land use classification did not match the existing land use.

“This Comprehensive Plan is the culmination of many, many hours of hard work on the part of the community; our consultants, Jones and Stokes; City staff; the Planning Commission; and the Longview City Council,” shared City Manager Bob Gregory.  “It has been a long and arduous journey to get to this point, but the outcome was well worth the effort.  The collective work of such a broad cross-section from our community will be the compass that we steer by over the next five to ten years and beyond.  On behalf of the City, I want to express my thanks to all those citizens who took time out of their busy schedules to attend the public meetings, workshops, and informational seminars.  Without their valuable opinions, comments, and novel and visionary ideas on the future of our City, this final document would not have been possible.”

“Now the hard work really begins in trying to reach our destination,” shared Jim Barnett, chairman of the Longview Planning Commission.  “It is up to the community, staff, Planning Commission, and Council to take this vision and determine how to implement it, including developing new zoning and development ordinances while protecting our way of life, natural resources, jobs, and unique city character.  We invite the community to help us bring this vision to reality.”

The final Comprehensive Plan can be viewed online at www.mylongview.com, or copies can be requested through the Community Development Department at 442-5086. 
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