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Date:

August 4, 2010


Contact:
City Attorney Marilyn Haan


Phone:

442-5004

For Immediate Release

Demolition and cleanup of 311 25 Ave. 
property begins today

On Thursday, July 29, the City Attorney for the City of Longview filed court documents to obtain an “Order to Abate” the property located at 311 25th Ave. in Longview.  The property was owned by the recently deceased, Glen Curtis Smith.  This request follows two recent fires at the property, one on July 2 and the other on July 19 of this year.  The fires, in conjunction with the accumulated combustibles and the overall state of the property, make it a health and safety risk to the adjoining property owners and makes legal action necessary.

The Order allows the City to immediately access the property to remove the structure and its contents as well as any other garbage/debris, and to mow the grass in and around the property.  In addition, the Order allows a special assessment lien to be placed against the property for the costs of the cleanup.

The City has contracted with Brookhart Excavation LLC to carry out the cleanup of the property.  Southwest Clean Air has also agreed to waive its standard timeline to permit the work based on the urgency of needing to make the property safe again.  The cleanup process is expected to take about two weeks.
 “We are pleased with the outcome of the hearing,” stated City Attorney Haan.  “We like to see these type of nuisances removed to not only make this a safe property but overall a nicer looking community.  This is only the beginning of seeking court intervention for removing dilapidated structures and cleaning up properties.  It does take time, especially when seeking authority to access private property.  The Code Enforcement Division has made great strides, but there are some properties where we are moving forward with legal action because either the owners do not want to cooperate with the cleanup, or do not have the means to take care of the property.”  

# # #

Note:

The request of the City, represented by City Attorney Haan, was heard by Superior Court Judge Warme on Monday, August 2, 2010.  Also in attendance was the attorney, Michael Claxton, representing the Estate of Glen Curtis Smith, the City of Longview Fire Chief Daryl McDaniel and the City of Longview Community Development Coordinator, Gregory Hannon.  Superior Court Judge Warme signed the Order to Abate based on the evidence presented by the City.    
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